Brown University Community Council
Public Meeting
Tuesday, October 21, 2025
4:00 - 5:30 PM EST

Meeting Minutes

Present (In-person & Virtual): Christina H. Paxson, Frank J. Doyle, maisune Abu-Elhaija,
Emmanuelle Belanger, Mary Jo Callan, Max Clermont, Cass Cliatt, Denise Davis, Weston de
Lomba, Miled Faiza, Lindsay Garcia, Johanna Garzon, Christopher Gilbody, Stephanie Graff,
Matthew Guterl, Alec Huang, Tricia Kelly, Jesse Kerstetter, Judy Kimberly, Kevin LoGiudice,
Ken Mak, Denise Marte, Sydney Menzin, Jessica Pesce, Ethan Pollock, Talib Reddick, Frances
Saadeh, Holly Shaffer, Sonam Shulman, Irene Sinrich Sudac, Jacinda Townsend, Gunes Uguz,
[zzy Wei, Mira White

Absent: Scott AnderBois, Surya Khatri, Matthew Rutz, Thanujaa Subramaniam

President Christina H. Paxson welcomed the Brown University Community Council (BUCC)
and community members in the audience to the first BUCC meeting of the 2025-26 academic
year. BUCC members and audience members introduced themselves.

A motion was made to approve the minutes from the BUCC meeting held on April 2, 2025. The
motion was seconded and passed.

President Paxson reviewed the meeting agenda, which included a Report from the President and
a presentation by Vice President for Diversity and Inclusion Matthew Guterl about ongoing
diversity and inclusion efforts at the University, and open time for community members to
address the Council.

President Paxson began her presentation with an overview of the BUCC. She noted the BUCC is
looking for a volunteer to serve as parliamentarian this year; any interested Council members
should reach out to the BUCC Secretary. President Paxson then discussed recent and upcoming
events on campus this Fall, as well as highlights about progress on University priorities.

President Paxson, along with VP Guterl, announced the Campus Climate Survey will launch on
Monday for all Brown students; this will help determine where more support is needed across

campus. There will be focus groups in the spring to follow-up on survey results.

Lastly, President Paxson spoke about how Brown has navigated ongoing federal actions.



President Paxson opened for questions. BUCC members asked questions about the topics
covered in the President’s Report.

Following questions, President Paxson turned the floor to Vice President Guterl. VP Guterl
introduced himself and spoke about the responsibilities of his role to advance diversity and
inclusion efforts on campus. He discussed the conclusion of the Diversity and Inclusion Action
Plan (DIAP) and the process to develop the next plan for diversity and inclusion on campus.
Lastly, VP Guterl spoke about the upcoming Campus Climate Survey. VP Guterl opened for
questions. BUCC members asked questions about the topics covered by VP Guterl.

Following the Q&A, a motion was made to approve the proposed meeting schedule for
AY25-26. The motion was seconded and passed. The meeting schedule for the remaining BUCC
meetings of AY25-26 will be:

e Thursday, December 4, 2025 from 4-5:30pm
e Tuesday, February 10, 2026 from 4-5:30pm
e Tuesday, April 16, 2026 from 4-5:30pm

The meeting adjourned.
Addendum: Revised meeting schedule

On Thursday, November 13, 2025, a notification was sent to BUCC members by the BUCC
Secretary that the December 4, 2025 meeting was postponed due to an unforeseen scheduling
conflict. The updated schedule of the remaining BUCC meetings will be:

e Tuesday, February 10, 2026 | 4-5:30 p.m.
e Tuesday, March 10, 2026 | 4-5:30 p.m. (new date for postponed Dec. meeting)
e Tuesday, April 14, 2026 | 4-5:30 p.m.



